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TITLE: Home shopping method using interactive TV system and existing EFT network - 
storing customer credit or debit card and account information at two=way TV server 
for transmission to credit company or ATM network when purchase requested 
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The method enables a customer equipped with an interactive TV (ITV) terminal (12) 
to transmit order data to the ITV server (14) in response to a presentation of 
available goods and services. The customer is prompted to choose a payment method, 
e.g. by selecting from debit and credit cards. Individual data, pref . including 
details of the customer's bank account, credit card account, etc. and PINs are 
previously stored at the server, e.g. when the customer is first connected. 

In the case of a direct debit, the bank account information is transmitted to a 
network gateway bank (20) , which serves as an entry point to the ATM (automatic 
teller machine) network. Electronic debiting of the customer account takes place 
after balance checking, and a credit is sent to the merchant ' s bank account. For 
credit card payment, the credit card network is used in a similar way, the network 
gateway bank again being employed. 
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USE/ADVANTAGE - Also for automated banking and payment of bills. Prior storage of 
customer card details obviates need for swiping when purchase made, or for 
dedicated hardware at customer premises. No need for merchant to verify approval 
since already done through appropriate network. 
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